The Police Commissioner sat with his mouth
open, staring at Bapu. Prof. Kripalani, that arch-agitator,
that political corrupter of Bihari youth, playing babaji
(Bihari word for 'cook') in Gandhiji's kitchen! Incre-
dible!!
Bapuji said: "Come and have a look at him one
day. The poor fellow has no time to lift his head from
his endless pots and pans."
Then began Bapu's famous Bihar enquiry. Thousands
of peasants came to him, pouring their tales of woe into
his sympathetic ears, and he always had to write to the
Collector about something or the other. The bearer of
these missives to the Collector's bungalow was inva-
riably that 'dangerous fellow', Kripalani! One can.
imagine the bewilderment of the Collector when he
saw, with his own eyes, the 'arch-sedition-monger*
trotting about with notes, gaily playing at being Gan-
dhiji's ckaprasi (peon) as well as cook.
27. PUBLIC MONEY
The Ashram had just started. A jyotishi, (astro-
loger), Girijashankar by name, used to come quite
often to visit Bapu. One day Bapu said to him: "Since-
you come here regularly, why do you not teach our
boys Sanskrit?" So he started teaching Sanskrit to our
boys.
He was a successful astrologer. Many wealthy-
men of Ahmedabad had faith in him. A rich man called
Somalal wished to make a gift to Bapu and, if I remember-
aright, sent about forty thousand rupees by the jyotishiji's-
hand for the erection of a building for our national
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